Introduction
The early twenty-first century is marked by phenomena such as international migration, social tensions and conflicts, terrorism, dangers and threats, in the field of defense. The central focus in the current context falls on security, particularly for seeking and holding the necessary resources in order to control these phenomena, which depend, primarily, on several factors of economic nature. Romania's status of full member in NATO structures and in the European space imposed transformations on the entire society, in general, and on the national defense system, in particular. Membership in these structures, and in others, must determine the responsible fulfillment of the role and obligations deriving from it; for this purpose, the defense sector needs a certain level of financial allocations. The defense system transformation into a modern structure depends on the budgetary allocation, which should allow the achievement of planned objectives and the compliance with the deadlines for providing the capabilities assumed.
Planning financial resources for defense is directly related to the governmental program, taking into account the provisions contained in the White Paper on Defense (Government of Romania, 2013) and the risks to which Romania is exposed, due to the current regional geopolitical context, generating instability and insecurity, and the challenges that it faces. Recent assessments performed within the Ministry of National Defense (MND 2015) , on the operational capacity of the Romanian Army, showed "the need for further structural and qualitative change, involving important budgetary, organizational and social efforts", especially since it aims at "achieving the final operational capacity of the two command-control structures in Romania, and continuing the rising trend of the frequency and intensity of the exercise in bilateral (Atlantic Resolve) or multinational format, both in Romania and on the territory of other allies". Moreover, the program of transformation, develop ment and procurement of the Romanian Army until 2027 and in perspective (CSAT, 2015) reflects the provisions of the Political National Agreement on increasing funding for national defense (Romanian Presidency, 2015 The evolution presented above, regarding the amounts budgeted to defense expenditures, reveal a great gap between countries such as the UK, France, Germany, Italy, the main supporters of NATO, and other countries under discussion, from Eastern Europe, including Romania. Moreover, it is noteworthy that the values recorded in 2015 are below those recorded in 2008 for almost all countries under discussion, ascertaining a decrease in defense expenditures, from one year to another. However, it should be emphasized that these expenditures decreased in the United Kingdom from 60,350 million US dollars to 55,387 million US dollars, while in the case of Bulgaria, the last ranked, defense expenditures decreased from 1,107 million US dollars to 643 million US dollars. The analysis of these data have revealed that one cannot compare the financial situation of the United Kingdom, Germany, France -the main top actors in achieving international security, in terms of these expenditures -with the economic power of the countries situated at the end of the ranking. A better image is provided by the analysis of the data in connection to the states' GDP and the expenditures per capita (Table no. 2). The lowest fixed amounts in this category of expenditures belong to states such as Lithuania and Latvia. Furthermore, for a better understanding of the presented issues, based on the same data from the table above, we present the graphical represetation of the evolution of defense expenditures, as a percentage of the GDP, for these countries (Fig. 2) . The data highlighted in the figure above illustrate that, between the United Kingdom (the country with the highest percentage) and those that ranked last, the difference is much higher than one percentage point. Figure 1 reveals relatively easy the great differences between the amounts budgeted by the countries analyzed; however, the defense budget calculated as a percentage of the GDP does not reveal the same situation. Moreover, during the analyzed period, there were no major variations for any of the states analyzed, but the situation recorded some change, downward by at least 10%, during 2010-2012, which can reflect the status of the economy. In this period, there was registered a decrease in defense expenditures and in the US budget, for the first time since the fall of the Soviet Union. For 2015, the analysis of the percentages allocated by each country, compared to the NATO-Europe average, highlight the greatest value of 2.7% of the GDP, allocated by the United Kingdom, and the lowest value of only 0.95 of the GDP, allocated by Slovenia, compared to an average of 1.43% of the GDP. In addition, referring to the defense expenditures per capita (their evolution is shown in Table no. 3, in US dollars), it is revealed that we are dealing with an indicator reflecting, on the one hand, the governments' concern with the defense system and, on the other hand, the insight into the country's economic power. This indicator eliminates the influence of the population's absolute size, facilitating comparisons between different countries. (MapN, 2010) states that "planning and programming of financial resources for defense are made consistent with the overall objectives of the Ministry of National Defense and with the priorities defined in the provisions of the national defense strategy, defense policy guidelines, established by the government program, and in accordance with NATO's Strategic Concept and NATO Ministerial Directive, the funding-based programs underlying the planning, programming and budgeting process". Payment of the obligations assumed to the North Atlantic Alliance and to the European structures is primary, compared to other expenditures. In our country, national defense funding is made (Fig. 3) mainly from the state budget, from the country's own revenues (services, rents, organizing diving courses, vehicle repairs, roadworthiness) and from external funds. From a graphical perspective, defense expenditures, as a percentage of Romania's GDP, are represented as follows (Fig. 4) , 2015) . In addition, the target is to maintain this funding level of the Army for 2017-2027 and, where financial resources allow it, to increase this percentage, depending on the security needs and obligations that Romania can assume. The Agreement also provides support for multi-annual budgetary planning of military expenditures, in order to ensure the predictability of the procurement policy of the Romanian Army with modern combat equipment, and the development of cooperation projects between the national defense industry and specialized companies from other countries. On the other hand, the allocation of 2% of the GDP involves taking into account the income from the capitalization of tangible and intangible surplus assets from the MND patrimony and those made in the provision of services to legal entities or natural persons, under the law. The failure to budget this percentage would hinder or delay the achievement of the above-mentioned objectives, triggering consequences on the assumed targets and deadlines. Regarding the distribution of defense expenditures per categories, it is revealed that the highest percentage, i.e. 66%, is assigned to total personnel expenditures; 14% is assigned to equipment expenditures and the infrastructure has the lowest percentage, i.e. 1.5%. The remaining 17% of total defense expenditures is assigned to other activities, such as maintenance and research and development expenditures.
